
Objective:  

Students will analyze the 

customary approach to 

attributing reasons for our 

actions and the actions of others.



Homework

 Read and study p. 644-650 for quiz 

Friday.

 CH 14 VOCAB: Due next Friday, 10/14



Warm Up

 1.  How do other people influence our 

actions?  

 2.  Do we judge ourselves in the same 

way that we judge others?



Social Psychology Unit 14

 Social Psychology:  the study of how 

other people influence our thoughts, 

feelings, and actions.



Attribution Theory

 tries to explain how people determine 

the cause of the behavior they observe



Attribution Theory

Situational Attribution Dispositional Attribution

 External influences

 A situation demands 

a behavior

 Internal influences

 A personal 

characteristic is 

responsible for the 

behavior



A car swerves into your lane…





Attributing Behavior to Persons or 

to Situations

 A teacher may 

wonder whether a 

child’s hostility 

reflects an 

aggressive 

personality 

(dispositional 

attribution)or is a 

reaction to stress or 

abuse (situational 

attribution).



In your notes…

 If someone you have recently gotten to 

know walks by you but doesn’t say hello, 

even though you say hello, what would 

you think?  Why?



T/P/S

 Would your opinion of a good friend 

change if she said she couldn’t drive you 

to work when your car broke down?

 How about your opinion of an 

acquaintance who said she couldn’t 

drive you to work when your car broke 

down?  Why?



Mistaken Attributions

 Many times, our thoughts about others 

are mistaken…



1.  Fundamental Attribution Error

 This is when people overestimate the 
role of personal factors and 
underestimate the role of environmental 
factors.

 If we are the person doing the behavior 
we are more likely to emphasize 
external factors.

 If we are observing behavior we are 
more likely to emphasize the internal 
qualities of the person.



2.  Self-Serving Bias

 taking credit for 

our successes

 We give 

attributions that 

make us look 

good.



Self-Serving Bias

 externalizing our 

failures

 If behavior is 

negative, we 

blame the 

situation.



Situational or Dispositional 

Attribution?  You  Decide!

 classwork to become homework if 

necessary



Homework



Exit Ticket

 How will the information you learned 

today affect your life?


